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PLENTY TO CELEBRATE AT THE HERITAGE TRANSPORT SHOW
Visitors to the 2012 Heritage Transport Show and Auction on 31st March will be able to watch plenty of celebrations.  1962 was a great year for new vehicles, and club enthusiasts will display 50 years of the MGB Roadster, Daimler V8 and the Massey Ferguson 35X tractor.

When the MGB Roadster was introduced in 1962, it was an open two-seater with squared-off styling.  This new MG offering was built initially in the MG Midget mould with a pancake-style rear hinged bonnet and a removable soft-top, and the doors had wind-up windows with hinged quarter lights.  In the cockpit, driver and passenger had separate seats, and full instrumentation was provided.   A tonneau cover was provided to cover the space behind the seats when the hood was down. One flaw with this vehicle was the wind factor for the driver and passenger. Fortunately for owners now, there is a wind blocker for travel when the top is down.  This fun and exciting little sports car soon became a firm favourite with owners who appreciated the speed and exhilaration of this British classic.
Another car that was launched in 1962 was the majestic Daimler 2.5L V8, a family saloon that epitomised the slogan that the Prime Minister at the time, Harold Macmillan used, “people have never had it so good”.  This beautiful car demonstrated the British car industry at its best.  Jaguar had taken over Daimler in 1960 and whilst there was some conflict with which engine should be used, the Daimler 2.5L V8 was built with the Edward Turner designed engine and not the Jaguar V8.
The Massey Ferguson 35 was replaced by the 35x towards the end of 1962 and the Heritage Transport Show will have a display of these tractors.  Enthusiasts will be able to tell you in minute detail the differences; whilst they both had indirect injection, the 35x operated at higher revs and with more HP and torque.
Following the highly successful ‘M&D 100’ event last April to celebrate the centenary of the formation of the Maidstone & District Bus Company,  ‘M&D and EK 60’ will be celebrating the milestone anniversary of M&D and the East Kent Bus Club which was formed in 1952 and is still thriving. 

The formula used for ‘M&D 100’ will be repeated and expanded to give prominence not only to the former M&D company but also to its neighbour, the East Kent Road Car Company, and to other smaller operators in Kent and East Sussex.  Amongst the features being repeated will be displays of model buses and the organisers will be particularly interested in welcoming displays relating to M&D, East Kent and other South-East bus operators. 

For visitors and enthusiasts the Diamond Celebration will include sales-stands selling bus books, models, memorabilia, photos and DVDs; guest speakers; a reunion tea room for former M&D and East Kent staff to renew old acquaintances; slide-shows and other activities. 

One of the event organisers, Richard Lewis, a life-long bus enthusiast and Regional 

Publicity Manager for Arriva, M&D’s successors in Kent, said “Having personally had 

input into the production of M&D models with the major diecast model makers, both at 

home and in Hong Kong, for the past twenty or so years, I know there is an enthusiastic 

following of the Company amongst collectors, and equally there has been a good range 

of East Kent models over the years which are also very collectable”. 

The displays of memorabilia will give a nostalgic look back at the history of 

the various companies and clubs, and the representation of the fleets in miniature will 

add another dimension to the attractions on display.
One of the highlights for visitors is a bus journey around the Kent Showground site - organisers will offer a variety of vintage and veteran buses for this coming event.  Passengers will be able to alight at a number of special bus stops around the site and reminisce about journeys from their youth or to share the experience with new generations.  The Committee also hopes to offer longer rides for passengers along the A249 just outside the Kent Showground.  
Kelsey Publishing who currently produces a large number of specialist monthly vehicle titles will promote the event on 31st March. Lambert and Foster will conduct an auction during the Show in association with Kelsey.  Details of the auction lots will be available from both Lambert & Foster and Kelsey Publishing prior to the sale.  A large number of tractors, commercial vehicles and cars will be available as well as other associated memorabilia.  The Auction preview will start at 9am.
Bernard Pike, Committee Chair explained “The Heritage Transport Show and Auction is an excellent day out for those that have an interest in transport.  This year we have even more reasons to come along and celebrate some major milestones.  Our exhibitors are looking forward to large crowds again this year and a chance to talk about the wonderfully engineered vehicles from our past”.
Advance tickets will be available to purchase online (from Monday 9th January) at www.kentshowground.co.uk or by phone on 01622 630975 (£1.50 booking fee per transaction applicable). Advance tickets will be £5 per person, children under 12 free.  Gate prices £7.50 per person under 12’s free.  Gates open from 10am – 4pm.   For more information please contact the Kent Showground on 01622 630975 or follow us on www.facebook.com/Kentcountyshow
 Or www.facebook.com/MDEK60 Twitter – kentcountyshow.
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