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FIELD MARSHALL RETURNS FROM A LATIN ADVENTURE
Charles Tassell who farms in Ulcombe, Kent has recently become the proud owner of a 1948 Field Marshall, Series 2.  The tractor returned to home shores in October 2007 having spent all its working life in Argentina.  Charles believes that the Field Marshall range in particular was used abroad due to its simplicity; a single cylinder, two stoke engine with manual not electric starter.  The Field Marshall was a perfectly sturdy, reliable workhorse that was easy to maintain.
The Tassell family had always used Fordsons and then Massey’s on the farm, so his passion for Marshall came unexpectedly during his Kent Young Farmer days.  In the mid 80’s Charles’ brother William and several other Kent YFC members were loaned a Field Marshall by local farm drainage contractor EH Brown to take to the Young Farmer’s Annual Conference in Blackpool. Part of a fundraising exercise, the Field Marshall was driven all the way to Blackpool towing a trailer with attractively painted full size “Anniversary” cake, to maximize impact on the long road up to the famous seaside town.  On its return the tractor took up residence at the Tassell farm and was brought out on high days and holidays to assist further fundraising efforts.  Eventually, after about 15 years, EH Brown took back possession for a family wedding!  

It was a further decade in 2010 before Charles started looking for another vintage tractor. He knew he wanted a Field Marshall and set about looking in magazines and auction houses.  He had no luck for 9 months so mentioned it to a good friend from Headcorn, Will Day. Will called him a few weeks later to say he had found two good leads.  One had already been sold but the other located in Littlebourne was rapidly visited by Charles and duly bought on 5th March 2011.  The gentleman from Littlebourne had owned the 1948 Field Marshall for approximately 9 months and had bought it from a seller in Penzance, Cornwall specifically for the Track Marshall that was sold along with the 1948 tractor.  Charles new acquisition was in fairly good condition, complete and in good running order.
During the latter part of 2010, Charles started researching and a name synonymous with Marshall was machinery dealership, Robert H Crawford & Son.  Charles travelled to Lincolnshire to see first hand the extensive restoration work undertaken and the large private collection of vintage machinery.  He was lucky enough to talk to Robert senior whose family had been involved with Marshall Tractors since 1932.  Robert’s father bought one of the first ever Marshall 15-30 tractors and the first Fowler 25 crawler in 1934.  The family firm continued to sell Track Marshall crawlers until production ceased in 1995.  Robert’s father had the foresight to purchase all the Field Marshall and VF spares, records, drawings, name and trade marks in 1976.  
After chatting to Robert E Crawford, Charles knew that his precious Field Marshall could not be in better hands so he arranged transportation from Kent to Boston, Lincs where the workshop was located.  Like most refurbishment or restoration projects what seemed to be a short list of jobs soon became much bigger.  Initially Charles thought the vintage tractor needed some superficial work such as the wheel bearings and rear brakes, but once the tractor had been stripped down it was apparent that it would be worth completing a full restoration.  Charles visited the workshop a couple of times from April 2011 until its return to Kent on 9th September.  At all time Crawford’s kept Charles abreast of issues and he is delighted with the beautiful finished tractor with its green shimmer and majestic lines.  
A 1948 Field Marshall, series 2 had a speed of 6mph, Robert H Crawford & Son were able to supply a conversion kit, similar to an option on some models, to increase the speed to 10mph, something Charles is very grateful for.  “My first outing was to the Weald of Kent Ploughing Match in mid September and the extra speed ensured that my vintage powered journey time to the Match fell by 30mins, each way”.  Charles sees his Field Marshall as an opportunity to have some fun and will be attending a number of events in 2012, including the Heritage Transport Show and Auction.

“I am looking forward to chatting to Marshall enthusiasts, visitors and other vintage tractor owners.  Keeping these machines in good working order is important to the heritage of farming and my Marshall has certainly travelled great distances and across continents and probably has seen incredible changes in agriculture since its manufacture over 60 years ago.”
In addition to a wonderful collection of vintage tractors the MGB Roadster and Massey Ferguson 35X will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary and AEC (Buses and Commercial Vehicles) will be celebrating 100 years.

Advance tickets will be available to purchase online at www.kentshowground.co.uk/heritageday
 or by phone on 01622 630975. (£1.50 booking fee per transaction applicable) Advance tickets will be £5 per person, children under 12 free.  Gate prices £7.50 per person under 12’s free.  Gates open from 10am – 4pm.   For more information please contact the Kent Showground on 01622 630975 or follow us on facebook – Kent County Show. Twitter – kentcountyshow.
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