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Why Farming Matters in Kent at Your County, Your Show

Kent County Show 15th, 16th, 17th July

Why Farming Matters in Kent works to provide a strong message of farming within the County and to others about the industry. It aims to communicate all the aspects of farming to educate people about the importance of understanding horticulture, agriculture and forestry.

Funded by Kent Downs and Marshes Leader, the project has been running since last July.  At the 2011 Kent County Show the 2000sqm area will showcase the very best of Kent farming and horticultural production.  Kent is known as the ‘Garden of England’ and the Why Farming Matters in Kent team will be on hand to show visitors the incredible fruit that is produced in the County.

Visitors will be able to walk through a living orchard of Braeburn trees grown by James Smith of Loddington Farm in Linton.  The nursery trees will be planted in rows as they are in commercial orchards.  Due to the time of year and the age of the trees they will not bear fruit but visitors who wander through the orchard will glean information about the variety, its heritage and general information about apple and pear production in Kent.  James Smith has also grown a number of culinary Bramley trees which will be planted between the Braeburn dessert variety.

[image: image2.jpg]YOUR COUNTY

YOUR SHOW

1316 (7 JULY 2011





Page 2 – cont’d

Visitors to the area will be able to wander through a strawberry polytunnel showcasing table top production.  This system allows growers to maximise their yield, cut harvesting costs and the need for chemical applications.  In most cases this system also allows for more than one crop per season.  The polytunnel will be provided by Berry Gardens one of Kent’s largest strawberry co-operatives.   

The large marquee in the centre of the area will host a number of fruit related activities.  The cookery demonstration area with a full kitchen and seating area will feature recipes using English fruit.  In between demonstrations the Bramley Campaign will be providing visitors with samples of delicious apple pie using the famous Bramley apple which celebrated its 200th anniversary last year.

Another part of the marquee will house an interactive area where Shepherd Neame Breweries will tell the story of beer and hops in the County.  The Women’s Food and Farming Union will be encouraging visitors to make their own apple juice with a modern juice press kindly loaned by Vigo Ltd.  The English Apple Man will be on hand to answer questions about apple growing and will be assisted by our apple and pear characters kindly loaned for the Kent County Show by Norman Collett.
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Many other organisations will be providing interesting educational activities including beehives and pollination from Farm Advisory Service Team, Science from East Malling Research and a display of fruity products from Biddenden Vineyards and a Taste of Kent.

The outside area will have a wonderful display of livestock with piglets, lambs, turkeys and calves as well as Sheep Shearing demonstrations and an auction hosted by Lambert and Foster and Hobbs Parker and organised by the NFU.

In previous years the machinery section of the area proved to be very popular with visitors so the area will display even more equipment and machinery.  A combine harvester will take centre stage and will be joined by a modern tractor and drill, challenger and cultivator and several pieces of specialist machinery loaned by N.P Seymour.

Visitors can make use of the large picnic area and on Saturday the National Farmers Union will be bringing their educational unit ‘Let’s talk farming’ which will visit over 80 schools, shows and events this year. Educating the consumer of tomorrow about where their food comes from is a key role for the NFU. The Let's Talk Farming roadshow along with a wide range of educational resources help the organisation to spread this message loud and far. 

The Why Farming Matters in Kent will also be looking at innovation not only in farming but by asking visitors to ‘check in’ via Facebook and to also look out for QR codes in the area.  In order to gauge the success of the information on farming within the area, the Why farming matters in Kent team will ask visitors to complete a short interactive quiz using ipads.

For more information or photos please contact Gill Collins 07720376321 or email gill@ethercreative.co.uk or press@kentshowground.co.uk 

