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MF 35X CELBRATES GOLD AT THE HERITAGE DAY

The Massey Ferguson MF 35X Multi-power Diesel Tractor will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary at the Kent County Agricultural Society’s Heritage Transport Show and Auction on Saturday 31st March 2012.  The tractor made its debut at the 1962 Smithfield Show and was the final tractor to be launched in the MF 35 range produced from 1957 to 1964.  Examples of this historic and important tractor will be on display for visitors at the Kent Showground, Detling.

Massey Ferguson Limited was a major agricultural equipment manufacturer based in Canada before its purchase by AGCO in 1994 . The company was formed by a merger between Massey Harris and the Harry Ferguson Limited English tractor company in 1953, creating the company Massey Harris Ferguson. However in 1958 the name was shortened for the first time to coin the brand Massey Ferguson. Today the company exists only as a brand name used by AGCO, but remains a major seller around the world.

Massey and Harris were both masters in building harvesting machinery and eventually the archrivals merged in 1891. The new company was responsible for producing the world’s first commercially successful self-propelled combine in 1938.

Harry Ferguson was a brilliant English engineer who brought about a major change in tractor design with his revolutionary three-point-linkage system that allowed both tractor and implement to work as an integrated unit. The union in 1953 with the historic Massey Harris formed in 1847 when Daniel Massey opened a workshop to build simple farm implements in Newcastle Ontario, Canada. A decade later, Alanson Harris established a foundry to make and repair farm machinery.

Joining together in 1953 meant they were able to combine their expertise in tractor design and harvesting machinery, which laid the foundations for the company to become one of the world’s strongest influences in farm equipment.

By the end of 1957, Massey Ferguson had over 21,000 employees and European sales had increased by over 200%. The Ferguson FE 35 was superseded by the MF 35 in 1958, which sported the now familiar colours of red & grey, together with the new triple triangle logo.

In 1962, the industry’s first ‘change-on-the-move’ gearbox, ‘Multi-Power’, was offered as an option on selected MF tractors. By this time, Massey Ferguson was operating 26 factories in 9 countries across the globe!

The much loved and appreciated 35X Multi-Power was only available fitted with the up-rated 44.5 three cylinder diesel engine and the new hydraulic clutch controlled by a switch on the instrument panel which gave a thirty per-cent increase or decrease of speed in each gear.

Advance tickets will be available to purchase online at www.kentshowground.co.uk/heritageday
 or by phone on 01622 630975. (£1.50 booking fee per transaction applicable) Advance tickets will be £5 per person, children under 12 free.  Gate prices £7.50 per person under 12’s free.  Gates open from 10am – 4pm.   For more information please contact the Kent Showground on 01622 630975 or follow us on facebook – Kent County Show. Twitter – kentcountyshow.
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