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HRH The Duke of Kent, KG to visit the Kent County Show

The Kent County Agricultural Society is delighted that its Patron, HRH The Duke of Kent will visit the Show on Friday 15th July.

The Duke will arrive by helicopter at 10.20am and will be greeted by the Lord-Lieutenant of Kent, Mr Allan Willett CMG CVO.  Mr Willett will be retiring from official duties in August.

Mr Willet will accompany HRH The Duke of Kent to Alan Day House where he will be presented to civic dignitaries including Mrs Georgie Warner, High Sheriff of Kent, Cllr Brian Mortimer, Mayor of Maidstone, Alison Broom, Chief Executive for Maidstone Borough Council and Mrs Paulina Stockwell, Chairman of Kent County Council.  

Kent County Agricultural Society staff will meet His Royal Highness before he leaves on foot for the Kent Young Farmer’s area. He will meet some of the young people who exhibit their livestock and will tour the large marquees housing 108 beef cows, 22 dairy, 97 pairs of lambs and 27 pens of pigs.
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Following his time with Young Farmers he will visit the impressive ‘Why Farming matters in Kent’ area.  The initiative seeks to inform visitors about farming and food production in the County.  The Duke will be guided through the living orchard, a strawberry polytunnel and the marquee which will showcase fruit production in the ‘Garden of England’.

The Duke will be guest of honour at the President’s lunch hosted by Society President, Lady Astor of Hever.  After lunch The Duke of Kent will tour the new Clive Emson Conference Centre that will house the Cattle Rings this year.  His final stop is to see a Tractor with the latest GPS system on the Burden Bros Stand in the Agricultural Area.

The Duke of Kent last visited the County Show in 2005 when he officially opened the large Kent Pavilion.  The Duke first visited the Kent County Show in 1968 with his wife the Duchess of Kent.  They arrived on the helicopter of the Queen’s flight, a real spectacle for visitors to the Show.  The Duke and Duchess of Kent returned to the Show in 1982 when the President was Irene Lady Astor of Hever, the current President’s mother in law who in 1982 was elected as the very first lady President.  The Duke returned once more in 1998, a Show which many felt was one of the best to date with the King’s Troop Royal Horse Artillery performing.

George Jessel DL, Chairman is delighted that the HRH The Duke of Kent is attending the Show.  “The launch of our book ‘Let the Show Begin’ which celebrated 80 years was such a success last year that Kent County Agricultural Society Patron The Duke of Kent expressed a keen interest to see for himself an improved Kent Show and I am very proud and honoured to welcome him on our first day when he will meet as many of the exhibitors and visitors as possible”.

Pre-booked tickets are available via the website www.kentshowground.co.uk or ticket hotline 01622 633060 until 8th July.
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For further information please contact Gill Collins, Press & Marketing Officer on 01622 633054 or email: press@kentshowground.co.uk
